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There are nine different hammerhead species. The smallest
species can be just 3 feet long, however others can be quite large,
growing up to 18 feet. The great hammerhead is the largest of the
nine hammerhead shark species.
They love tropical water. Hammerheads typically live near coral

reefs. Many species of hammerheads migrate closer to the
equator during winter months. Popular places to find them
include Columbia, Costa Rica, and Hawaii. You can also find
hammerheads along the coasts of North and South America,
Africa, Australia, and Asia.
The hammerhead's distinctly hammer-shaped head provides

them with a hunting advantage and better depth perception.
Another advantage of hammerheads' awesome head is that they
have incredible vision. A 2009 study found that the placement of
their eyes gives them impressive binocular vision and the ability to
see 360 degrees.



Hammerhead sharks sometimes like to swim in groups called a
school or shoal of up to 500. Most sharks tend to be solitary
creatures, but scalloped hammerheads like to be around friends
and family! The younger hammerheads likely stay together for
protection, but it's unclear why full-grown sharks chose stick
together. The schools that consist of all adult sharks go their
separate ways at night and come back together during the day.
A female shark is pregnant for about 8 to 10 months. Unlike

many fish, hammerheads do not lay eggs, they give birth to live
young. A hammerhead mom can give birth to up to 50 babies at
once. The bigger a female, the more pups in the litter. Their was a
case of a female hammerhead shark that gave birth in a Nebraska
aquarium without mating at all. Hammerhead sharks do not take
care of their babies after they are born.
An adult hammerhead weighs about as much as a piano and

they live to be about 30 years old. Their favorite food is a stingray,
but they also eat bony fishes, crabs, squid, lobsters, and other sea
creatures. They sometimes use their unique shaped heads to pin
their prey to the ocean floor before eating it.
Sadly, the great hammerhead, winghead shark, and scalloped

hammerhead are all endangered. The smooth hammerhead and
golden hammerhead are listed as vulnerable, one step below
endangered. Over-fishing and illegal trade are two of the biggest
dangers for these wonderful creatures. There have been very few
recorded attacks on people by hammerheads.
























