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All About Great Whites!

The largest great white ever confirmed was in Guadalupe Island,
Mexico in 2014. She weighs in at a staggering 2 tons, or 4,000
pounds and was affectionately named Deep Blue. She is believed
to be 50 years old or more! Though Deep Blue is the current
record holder, there was a great white spotted by underwater
photographer Stephen Frink, also in Guadalupe Island, Mexico in
2016. Though it couldn’t be confirmed, it is believed that this
massive shark is even bigger than the famous Deep Blue.
Great White Sharks are at the top of the ocean's food chain.

Typically, the only animals that will attack a great white shark are
orca whales and other great white sharks. They have powerful jaws
filled with lots of long teeth up to 2 1/2 inches long. A great white
shark's bite packs a punch of almost 4,000 pounds per square inch!
That's four times as strong as the bite of a lion or tiger.
Younger great white sharks mostly eat other fish like tuna, and

fully grown great white sharks like to prey on larger sea mammals
like sea lions and seals. They have even been known to attack and
eat whales, dolphins, and seabirds as well. They don't chew their
food, but instead swallow animals whole or tear off big chunks of
meat by thrashing their heads back and forth while biting. They



can reach speeds up to 40 mph and use that speed to breech out
of the water and attack it’s prey.
They have been seen in oceans all over the world. Their sense

of smell is so good, they can detect blood in the water from up to
three miles away!
Throughout the years, many aquariums have attempted to

display captive great whites, but it never ends well for the great
white shark. Attempts at great white sharks in captivity was
popular in the 1970s by Sea World and other major aquariums
around the world. Sadly, none of the sharks survived long. No
matter what anyone has tried, great whites simply can not be
contained, within days, maybe weeks, they were dead. The great
white sharks would not eat and had issues swimming. Some even
developed injuries from captivity from repeatedly swimming into
the walls of the enclosure. There are a few main popular theories
among biologist as to why this happens. One is, the animal
becomes depressed and “acts out”, becomes more aggressive.
Another is the animal not being able to navigate well, either
because of their extremely sensitive ampullae of Lorenzini picking
up on the magnetic and electric fields the tank gives off and
confusing them. Being long distance swimmers may also
contribute to the issues. There have even been reports that they
just stop swimming altogether. On top of the tank issues, the cost
and upkeep for these massive animals is extreme to say the least.
The longest a great white has been kept in captivity was 198

days, at the Monterey Bay Aquarium, and it wasn’t easy. The main
reason the shark could be kept in captivity for that long was
because its small size allowed for a relatively smaller tank and
since the shark was still young (1 year) it was still consuming a diet
of mainly fish, rather than the demanding, costly, nearly
unobtainable diet of seals, sea turtles and small whales a more



mature great white needs. Over the years, the aquarium displayed
several other infant great whites, but none of them lasted the full
198 days again.






























